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READ ACROSS AMERICA 

Elementary student Chance Gregory enjoys listening to Upper School student Luke Turner read 
the “Cat in the Hat” to her class.  

 

To celebrate literacy, the National Education Association declared March 2nd, also 
Dr. Suess’s birthday, as the national kickoff day for Read Across America.  New 
Vistas School students began their celebration with a variety of activities all  
centered around favorite Dr. Seuss books. The day concluded with the students 
enjoying a giant board game on the blacktop based on the book “Oh! The Places 
You’ll Go.”  Elementary student Caroline Kling said, “The cupcakes were my  
favorite part!”   

 

ADMINISTRATION 
Charlotte G. Morgan  

Head of School 
 

Lisa J. D. Thomas    
Assistant Head of School 

 

Marianne S. Ramsey           
Development Director 

Mission of the School:  The mission of New Vistas School is to provide an individualized  
instructional program for students, kindergarten through grade twelve, with learning and attention 
differences, as well as the associated emotional difficulties that often accompany these challenges. 
New Vistas is independent and non-sectarian, organized as a non-profit institution open to students of 
all races, creeds, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds.  
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“Independent schools traffic heavily in leadership.” 
    Taylor Reveley, President, College of William & Mary 
    January 23, 2011, VAIS Heads of School Conference 
 
New Vistas is accredited by the Virginia Association of Independent Schools (VAIS).  What does that 
mean?  How do independent schools build leadership?  Taylor Reveley, now President of a public  
university, sent all four of his children to VAIS schools for 13 years each.  He answered the question 
“Why pay for private when public is free?” in this manner: 
VAIS schools strive to (italics are mine): 
 
1. Provide an environment that permits learning to take place; 
2. Acknowledge the importance of values; 
3. Keep the work ethic alive and well, including service to community; 
4. Make the effort to teach children to THINK; 
5. Emphasize the importance of teaching students to WRITE; 
6. Provide a rock solid, rigorous academic curriculum; 
7. Make opportunities for children to PERFORM, speak in front of an audience in all grades, K-12; 
8. Put a healthy emphasis on athletics as well as the arts beyond the curriculum; 
9. Provide a positive environment where children willingly go to school; 
10. Create friends for life. 
 
As Head of one of the more unique schools in the VAIS family, I would add an important 11th advantage:  
that NVS DOES what we say we are going to do, educationally and interpersonally.  We RAISE 
SKILLS for young people who learn differently, while teaching self-knowledge and self-advocacy.  VAIS 
schools keep their promises to children and to families. 
 
Is any school perfect?  Of course not.  But where is the focus, the energy?  Places of learning must have 
the eye on individuals as well as programs, the here-and-now as well as the future, the eye-opening plus 
the stable basis for instruction.  Memorization can no longer be the major measure or the standard; if 
schools are to build future leaders, they must provide the environment to nurture them.  All local VAIS 
schools like New Vistas and James River Day School and VES focus on learning, respect, creativity, and 
healthy bodies and minds on a daily basis, though we each have unique missions.  I am fortunate to teach 
and learn every day in such a climate.                                                      By Charlotte Morgan 
 

  
Thanks to Academy of Fine Arts  
Exhibitions Curator and NVS parent Ted 

Batt, Middle School art teacher Roberta Scrivener, and Elementary parent Vivien 
Pick, New Vistas is having a Student Art Show at the Academy of Fine Arts.  The  
students’ artwork will be displayed Monday, April 4 through Saturday, April 30 in the 
Arts and Education Building Lobby.  There will be a reception in the lobby on  
Thursday, April 14 at 6:00 pm.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Pictured right: Devin Robertson works on his piece for the show. 

Student Art ShowStudent Art ShowStudent Art ShowStudent Art Show    
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Professional DevelopmentProfessional DevelopmentProfessional DevelopmentProfessional Development    

STAFF & FACULTY 

Using the most current available technology in the classroom is all the buzz these days. Thanks to a 
public/private school grant collaboration and the Easley Foundation, New Vistas is achieving its goal of 
attaining a higher level of classroom engagement by equipping our faculty with updated technological 
resources.  However, the challenge for faculty is to find the time to become adept using the equipment, 
in addition to finding applications that are appropriate to the lesson.  Most Wednesday afternoons are 
reserved for staffings, unit meetings, and planning, but on February 9th NVS IT Coordinator Coni 
Nowakowski led a hands-on SMART Board and iPod Touch training for all faculty and staff.   
 
In February, Lisa Thomas attended the VAIS Leadership Conference for School Administrators in 
Richmond. Speakers included Dr. Thomas Shields, Jepson School of Leadership Studies, University of 
Richmond, who talked about aspects of leadership; Dr. Robert Evans, Executive Director, The Human 
Relations Service, Wellesley, MA, who outlined seven essentials of successful leadership; and James P. 
Carlisle, President of The de Bono Group, who gave an overview of the "Six Thinking Hats," a parallel 
thinking process that helps people be more productive, focused, and mindfully involved. 
 
Sarah Coppola completed a Survey of Economics class at the Community College last semester.   

Teachers Receive GrantTeachers Receive GrantTeachers Receive GrantTeachers Receive Grant     
 
New Vistas Middle School teachers Roberta Scrivener and Diane Roy were recently awarded a grant 
from Randolph College to purchase five more iPod Touch units for the school  The funds are part of a grant 
from the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV).  One of the goals of SCHEV funds is to get 
students more interested in science.  Ms. Scrivener recognized scientific research can be especially  
challenging for students with learning disabilities. Ms. Scrivener says iPod Touch applications like Dragon 
Search (speech to text software) and Speak It (text to speech software), used for students who have difficulty 
with written language, have proven helpful when the students used the iPod units to research topics  
independently. The college will also offer a summer science institute where Ms. Scrivener and Ms. Roy will 
share their successes in science using the iPod Touch units with students with learning disabilities.   Randolph 
College Physics professor Peter Sheldon, who is one of the project directors, says the institute “will  
provide teachers with a different arsenal of things they can do in the classroom to help students. That’s the 
bottom line here. We want to help our local teachers get kids excited about math and science.”  

Pictured left: Ms. 
Parcell learns how 
interactive a SMART 
Board can be. 
 
 
 
 
Pictured right: Ms. 
Scrivener works on 
one of the iPod Touch 
applications called 
iResponse.   
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Spring RemindersSpring RemindersSpring RemindersSpring Reminders    
From Lisa Thomas, Assistant Head of School 
 
Sunshine, rising temperatures, robins in the yard—all signs that spring is on the way!  And with spring 
comes thoughts of. . . wardrobe changes.  It is always a good feeling to switch out the layers of  
sweaters, jackets, hats, and gloves for t-shirts and shorts and other spring and summer wear. 
 
As we move into this new season, please be reminded of the NVS Dress for Success dress code: 
 

• Undergarments cannot be visible; 
• Shorts and skirts must be as long as the tip of a student’s index finger alongside his/her leg 

when standing; 
• Splits in skirts, shorts, or dresses must be no shorter or higher than the length indicated in 

the item directly above; 
• Necklines shall not reveal cleavage; 
• Sleeveless shirts must have been manufactured as sleeveless; 
• Clothing must be clean and fitted; 
• Tank tops, halter tops, strapless tops, and tops with spaghetti straps are not permitted 

unless covered by an over-garment or worn over a t-shirt; 
• Gym shoes are required for Physical Education on PE days; these should be suitable for 

walking outdoors as well as gym activities; 
• PE clothing is necessary for PE days, suitable for intense physical activity. (NVS gym shirt and 

dark shorts/pants required) 
 

“Respect for self, respect for others” is a NVS motto and is expected to be reflected in students’ dress 
as well as their actions.  As Mark Twain said:  "Clothes make the man. Naked people have little or no 
influence in society." 
 

ClubsClubsClubsClubs    
This year the Cheerleading 
Club spearheaded the sale of 
Valentine treats! The  
Cheerleaders, along with  
several faculty volunteers, 
worked together to create 
special Valentine’s Day candy 
roses. Proceeds from the 
event will benefit the  
Cheerleading Club. 
 
Pictured left: Caroline Kling smiles with 
the rose she received from an admirer.  
 
Pictured right: Cheerleading Club  
members Makayla Thompson and  
Ale Guardascione help create the 
candy roses.   
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STUDENT CORNER 

Caroline Kling won a $50 savings 
bond from the Alliance for  
Families and Children for her essay 
“Why My Family Is Special.”  
Caroline’s achievement was  
celebrated at the National Family 
Week Recognition Ceremony and  
Reception at  James River  
Conference Center.    

Student SpotlightStudent SpotlightStudent SpotlightStudent Spotlight    

Bio of a Boy 
By Siri Johnson 

 
God took boulders 
Without delay 

And turned them into shoulders 
For a working day 
God took mountains 
Indeed with haste 

And turned them into fountains 
face to face 

Fountains of blood 
Through your veins 

Like a flood 
In the rain 

Blood of purity 
Blood of joy 

Blood of tranquility 
Blood of a boy 

 
Scholars List 
Cort Mays 

Dillon Gregory 
 

A/B Honor Roll 
Mari Asensio 
Eric Crews 

Allie Hutcherson 
Julia Kling 

Alison Kramer 
Devin Robertson 
Ellie Shaughnessy 

 

Congratulations! 

Honor Roll Honor Roll Honor Roll Honor Roll     
First SemesterFirst SemesterFirst SemesterFirst Semester    Upper School ArtUpper School ArtUpper School ArtUpper School Art    

Middle School Poetry and Google ArtMiddle School Poetry and Google ArtMiddle School Poetry and Google ArtMiddle School Poetry and Google Art    

Pictured left:  Upper School art students display their beautiful finished glass pieces.  

The Upper School art students enjoyed a unit 
on glass crafting.  The class was held at the   
Academy of Fine Arts and taught by May 
Carter.   Pictured right: Dillon Gregory works with glass 
pieces crafting his masterpiece. 

Ms. Arrington’s Foundations of 
Communication class will be  
entering the Doodle 4 Google 
contest in which they will design 
their own google page.  

Pictured below:  Doodle 4 Google designs by Jessica 
Tidwell (top) and Tristan Maxwell-Jones 
(bottom). 
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STUDENT CORNER 

Community ServiceCommunity ServiceCommunity ServiceCommunity Service    

Box Tops for Education – New Vistas School receives 10 cents for every box top  
collected.  Look for the Box Tops for Education symbol on General Mills cereals, Betty 
Crocker, Green Giant and many other products.  Just cut out the symbols and send 
them in to the school office.  This is a great way for grandparents, neighbors, and friends 
to get involved.  Spread the word! 

Before the winter holidays, NVS students offered their assistance again this year to help organize  
donations received at the Salvation Army’s Distribution Center.  The following is a letter from  
Salvation Army’s Major Thornhill:  “Please convey to your staff and students my sincere gratitude 
and thanks for the tremendous job they did at our distribution center today.  It was thrilling to see all 
of the kids scurrying around doing what needed to be done. And it was done with such a wonderful  
attitude.  I only wish more people could have seen them at work.   Your team was able to save us a 
tremendous amount of time and labor today.  Thank you so very much and may God bless you richly  
today.“  

Pennies for PatientsPennies for PatientsPennies for PatientsPennies for Patients    
The Community Outreach Club sponsored a “Pennies for Patients” campaign during the month of February. 
This program by the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society asks students around the country to collect spare 
change to be donated toward helping children with leukemia. NVS students asked Board members if they 
would be willing to contribute spare change at their monthly board meeting, which totaled $165.00. The  
students raised $514.06! Members of the Community Outreach Club are Jean Cook, Carson & Gabby 
D'Orio, Chance Gregory, Makayla Thompson, Siri Johnson, Julia Kling and Liza Montgomery.  

Box Tops for EducationBox Tops for EducationBox Tops for EducationBox Tops for Education    

Pictured left: Alison Kramer, Ellie Shaughnessy, and Alex Magid tape up boxes, soon to be filled with much needed items for area families.  
Pictured right: Cort Mays helps organize hundreds of canned goods. 
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Upper School Upper School Upper School Upper School     

Middle School Middle School Middle School Middle School     Elementary Elementary Elementary Elementary     
STUDENT CORNER 

On November 12th, New  
Vistas Upper School students 
participated in the school’s 4th 
Annual Ring Dance.  The 
theme was ”Under the Stars.” 
The dance distinguishes the 
juniors as upperclassman while  
recognizing them as emerging 
leaders of the school.   

Approximately forty-five faculty, students, parents, and friends  
enjoyed the evening at Fort Early, which included dinner by  
Cook’s Alley, a ring presentation by the junior parents, and plenty 
of dancing to music by DJ Mark O’Hara.  

Students were given a specific amount of materials (straws, 
paper, 1 meter of tape, 2 rubber bands, etc) and, keeping in 
mind what they learned about force and motion, were 
asked to design a protective device to house a raw egg.  
They were limited to the materials given to them.  We 
spent one class period making the containers, then the next 
class dropped the containers from heights including 1  
meter, 2 meters, and from the attic (about 12 meters).  
Those who survived went on to the last phase - to see if 
the containers would protect eggs strapped to an air  
pressure powered rocket.  Only 5 eggs survived!  Survivors 
were Jean Cook, Brittany Blankenship, Eric Crews, 
Ale Guardascione, and Micah Gregory. By Diane Roy 

Middle School ScienceMiddle School ScienceMiddle School ScienceMiddle School Science    

Ms. Arrington’s class has adopted a military platoon. 
The students will write letters and send care packages 
on a monthly basis until the end of the school year. 
Their troop has 18 soldiers ranging in age from 20-42. 
They are deployed from Georgia to Iraq until July 1, 
2011.  This following letter was written by one student,  
 

“ Dear Soldier, I want to thank you for your service in 
the Army. What team were you hoping to win in the 
Super Bowl? Mine was the Steelers.  The Packers 
wanted it more so they got it.  I like to play soccer a 
lot. I heard in Iraq they play soccer. Thank you for  
serving in the Army.”  Sincerely Micah Gregory 

In celebration of Black History Month, the 
Elementary students visited the Legacy 
Museum in downtown Lynchburg. The 
theme at the museum focused on family. 
Students learned how family is the most 
valuable piece of our history. The Legacy 
Museum taught us about African American 
History in Lynchburg and allowed us to 
see unique artifacts.   By Susan Sperduto 

Pictured below: Eric Crews proudly shows off his egg that  
survived all four drops. 

Below from left to right: Alex Magid, Alison Kramer, Ellie 
Shaughnessy, Allie Hutcherson, and Jordan Clark 
proudly display their rings.   

From left clockwise:  Carmen Cash, Ms.  
Parcell, Melissa McReynolds, Ellie  
Shaughnessy, Devon Akerson and Cort 
Mays. 
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ART ALL AROUND 

Nancy M. Stark is our artist this 
month.  Nancy says, “My paintings are a 
response to the pattern, shape, texture, 
and lines observed in the world around 
me.  And whether rendering trains, 
chairs, or flowers I leave out as much or 
more of the subject as I paint. The 
viewer is invited to enjoy the artwork 
and fill in the missing pieces.”  

Tradition continues with a different area 
artist displaying his or her work in the 
front hall of the school each month.   

APPLAUSE  

 
THANK YOU! 

 
 

Ted and Gigi Batt and Roberta Scrivener for  
organizing the Student Art Show...NVS Board Members  
for their time and talents, which made for a successful  

phonathon...Nancy and Junior Kendrick for taking loads and  
loads of books to the Rustburg Library for their Annual Children’s 

Book Fair...Bob and Kathy Chase for donating the Globe Museum’s  
admission fee for Elementary students to tour...J.T. Duncan for all of 
his odd-job and cleaning help on Fridays...Donna Clark for our  
Billboard, on the corner of Laxton Rd. and Timberlake Rd. if you  

haven’t seen it…Edwana Coleman for designing the Feast posters 
again this year...Julia Baker for her design work patience on numerous 
marketing pieces...Nan Buckley for letting the Development Office  
have full-time use of her camera... Jen and Scott D’Orio for  

donating several three-ring binders...Vivien Pick for  
organizing Elementary art projects for the Student 
Art Show…and each of those committed NVS  

Faculty for their inspired instruction 
daily.  
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Tuition at New Vistas School only covers approximately eighty 
percent of our annual operating budget.  New Vistas, like other  
private, nonprofit schools, must rely on the Annual Fund to help 
bridge the gap between tuition and the actual cost of educating 
our students.  The annual fund is operating independently of the 
Leadership Campaign. If you haven’t already done so, please make 
your Annual Fund contribution today! 
 

The Annual Fund follows the school’s fiscal year, which is July 1, 
2010 to June 30, 2011.  All gifts are tax deductible to the extent  
allowed by law.  For more information, please contact the  
Development Office at (434) 846 - 0301 Ext. 17. 

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

Alumni Visit School to Help with Student DocumentaryAlumni Visit School to Help with Student DocumentaryAlumni Visit School to Help with Student DocumentaryAlumni Visit School to Help with Student Documentary    

Annual Fund update:  
  To Date: $36,552 
Goal: $59,850 

LEVELS OF GIVING: 
 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE  
$5,000 AND UP 

 

MAGNA CUM LAUDE  
$1,000 TO $4,999 

 

CUM LAUDE  
$500 TO $999 

 

DEAN’S LIST  
$250 TO $499 

 

MERIT AWARD  
$100 TO $249 

 

HONOR ROLL  
UP TO $99 

The students from Ms. Morgan’s Foundations of Communication II class are finishing up a documentary 
about the school.  The students got the idea for the project after a Randolph College filmmaking class  
produced a documentary about NVS for a class assignment featuring an area nonprofit.  The videos the 
Randolph College students produced can be found on the school’s website.  FOC students created their 
own production schedule, which included inviting alumni to the school to share their personal stories 
about  New Vistas.  The students were in charge of conducting all interviews, filming, and editing.  The 
project is near completion.  Check out the NVS Facebook page to see the finished product. 

From left to right: Alex Magid, Devon Akerson, Rachael  
Crytser, and Luke Turner speak with Drew Kinnier about his 
time at NVS.  

Devon Akerson and Cort Mays enjoy listening to Mason Basten 
talk about the James River Float Company and how NVS helped him 
get where is today.   
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Middle School Middle School Middle School Middle School ----Science Science Science Science     

 

April 11:  Students Off;  Teacher Work Day   

April 22:  Early Dismissal, 12pm 

April 25-29:  School Closed; Spring Break 

May 7: The Annual Finger-Licking Feast 

(proceeds to benefit New Vistas School) 

May 30: School Closed; Memorial Day Holiday 

June 6-7: Middle & Upper School Exams 

June 9:   Whole School Fun Day 

June 10: Commencement; Last Day of School 

Don’t forget these dates!Don’t forget these dates!Don’t forget these dates!Don’t forget these dates!    

Middle School science students completed a blind taste 
test then surveyed their classmates to see which  
sugarless bubblegum they preferred:  Orbit, Extra, or 
Trident.  Based on Internet research, their hypothesis 
stated that the students would favor Extra bubblegum. 
Their results supported their hypothesis!  This project 
infuses science with math and expressive language  
because they will be creating charts and graphs to  
display their data, and will be writing up the results and 
conclusion.  By Diane Roy 
Left to right: Jean Cook, Ali Guardascione, and Corbin  
Hudson prepare to survey their fellow classmates.  

The Upper School anatomy class had a great opportunity         
to visit the Bodies Revealed exhibit in Greensboro, NC  
on March 4th. The exhibition consisted of a number of 
actual preserved bodies that were on display. Some of the 
bodies were in full form, some were broken apart, and 
there were a number of organs on display as well. The 
Bodies Revealed exhibit was created in China and all  
bodies in the exhibit were Chinese men. We discovered 
that it was against Chinese culture for women to put 
their bodies on display after death. The process in which 
the bodies were preserved is a polymerization process 
that involves acetone. The students as well as the  
teachers were completely entranced by the bodies and 
organs that were displayed. A favorite was the man who 
had all his flesh, muscles, and organs removed, leaving 
nothing but all of the blood vessels and arteries in the  

human body. We spent about 2 hours in that exhibit and left with an abundance of new knowledge about the 
human body. Did you know that nerve signals in our body travel at speeds of 270 mph?!  By Brittany Parcell 

Elementary Unit Coordinator Susan  
Sperduto recently partnered with Rosa 
Derricott to create Educational Solutions 
of Central Virginia. The goal of ESCV is to 
provide Lynchburg and the surrounding 
areas with specialized educational services. 
Although the primary focus is on students 
with Autism, ESCV works with a diverse 
population of students that are in need of 
assessment and/or behavior support, in 
addition to working with families in need 
of consultation.  Additional information 
can be found at 
www.educationalsolutionscv.com 

Education SolutionsEducation SolutionsEducation SolutionsEducation Solutions    

Beyond the WallsBeyond the WallsBeyond the WallsBeyond the Walls    
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IN HONOR OF MR. AND MRS. JAMES McCABE 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Bowden 
 

IN HONOR OF DR. AND MRS. ROBERT 
BOWDEN 

Mr. and Mrs. James McCabe 
 

IN HONOR OF CINDI BOWEN 
Amy Hunt Lawson 
Caryn Martin 

 
IN MEMORY OF AL STROOBANTS 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Horseman 
 

IN MEMORY OF ALFRED DE JARNETTE 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Horseman 

Ms. Lisa Thomas 
 

IN HONOR OF BRIT LeCOMPTE 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Horseman 

 
 IN MEMORY OF SALLIE McCLAUSLAND 

Mr. and Mrs. Skip Tharp 
 

IN HONOR OF MARIANNE RAMSEY 
Amy Hunt Lawson 
Susan Carrington 
Sally Horner 

 
 IN HONOR OF PAGE LANGLEY 

Anne and Jack Flippin 
 

 IN HONOR OF DORSEY MAYO 
Judie and Angie Arthur 

 
 IN HONOR OF MAC BOWDEN 

Molly Roper Jenkins 
 

IN MEMORY OF ALBERTA MILLER 
Pinky and Leighton Houck 

 
 IN HONOR OF GABE MOORE 
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Wooldridge 

 
 IN HONOR OF DONNA CLARK 

Ms. Elizabeth Piasecki 
Dr. and Mrs. Powell Dillard 

 
 IN HONOR OF MARC SCHEWEL 

Ms. Elizabeth Piasecki 
 
 

IN HONOR OF CORT MAYS 
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Mays 

 
IN HONOR OF LUCY ROSS 

Mr. C. Lee Essrig 
Major General Max Guggenheimer 

Charles G. Nusbaum 
 

IN HONOR OF DARIUS BRADSHAW 
Mr. and Mrs. Dorsey Bradshaw 

 
IN HONOR OF “H” MUNDIN 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Bradley 

 
IN MEMORY OF ALICE GUGGENHEIMER  

MACKAY  
Marjorie and Charles Mathys 

 
IN HONOR OF ROSEMARY DAWSON 

The Al Stroobants Foundation 
 

IN MEMORY OF CATHERINE AND WILLIAM 
WHITEHEAD 
Nancy Brockman 

 
IN MEMORY OF MRS. PATRICIA KIDD  

Donna, Gary, and Jordan Clark 
 

IN HONOR OF DR. GEORGE HURT 
The Al Stroobants Foundation 
Drs. Teresa and Robert Brennan 

Mrs. Betty Clark Roberts 
 

IN MEMORY OF GREG HARRINGTON 
Linda Harrington 

 
IN HONOR OF MAKAYLA THOMPSON  
Carolyne Garman and R. Frederick Porter 

 
 IN HONOR OF ANN HOWARD 
Mr. and Mrs. George P. Ramsey, Jr. 

 
 IN MEMORY OF IRMA McCARTHY 

Mr. and Mrs. Skip Tharp 
 

 IN HONOR OF BIFF AND CINDI BOWEN 
Dr. and Mrs. B. Prescott Edmunds, Jr. 

 
 IN HONOR OF PAGE AND CHRIS LANGLEY 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruton Langley 
 

 IN HONOR OF JEAN COOK 
 Joy Hilliard and Tim Courville 

Memorial &Honorary Gifts Memorial &Honorary Gifts Memorial &Honorary Gifts Memorial &Honorary Gifts     
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