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STEAM

In early October, the entire school gathered outside to conduct a STEAM
$pcience, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) project, app
~anethods of each subject through harais and collaborative work.

Science teacheMrs. Roy,s ai d, ol enj oy-badedlear- c
ing at wor k! Students were acti
According to JuniorJuliaKling, 6 1 t was really fun
wor k closer toget her CdeiWeraer as aci odmm

was honestly fun to do.

~ ASRs

Above left to rigf@orbin Hudson, Bradley Brown, Cole Werner, Trey Williams andGabe
Moore
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Mission of the School: The mission of New Vistas School is to provide an individualizgf

instructional program for students, kindergarten through grade twelve, with learning a i

differences, as well as the associated emotional difficulties that often accompany thesg

New Vistas is independent anesaotarian, organized as ajmafit institution open to stude
of all races, creeds, ethnic and-scaimmic backgrounds.
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MEDITATION FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Why Wedr e -OpSADdut/SVEAM At NVS!
oAfter all, the main objective of both art anjd s
ward a product. o From STEM to STEAM

David A. Sousa and Tom Pilecki

students in the United States have fallen behind the rest of the first world countries, dramatically, in njeas-
ured achievement in science and mathematics. The implications for the future of research and technglogy
are daunting, so NSF encouraged focus on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) ac
all grades.

The national STEM Initiative began a decade ago as a challenge from the National Science Founda;i_F bec:

New Vistas became interested in this initiative because of the emphasis on experiential feauwtifgst
o0doi ng pr oj e c tlie préblemaiin a cellabbrativerfaghion.e a |

More recently, researchers like David A. Sousa and Tom Pilecki have advocated the addition of the ARTS ta
the STEM initiative, goirfgfom STEM to STEAM 0Br ai n wa wseanifing &u@ips revealdhpatb r «
more brain areas are stimulated when performing creative activities than during conventional attivitie
especially in areas involved in working memory, cognition, and emotion (CEakdz, GrafGuerrero,
GraciaReyna, Vaugier, &Cruszuent es, 2007 ; Fink, Benedek, Grjbn

Factual I nformation is available via the intejrne
are savvy in how to find what they want to know. The real higher level learning demandsirigrinfor-
mation will sort the literate from the illiterate in the future.

Many of the students we work with at NVS alrelady
years that we need to be more creative in our teaching fietbus textbooks are used mostly as referencp
tools, rather than as guides to our curricula. STEAM feels like more of an extension of an instructiongl phi-
| osophy than a new approach, as 0 .canbetaught hrnears, ho g
ever, putting |imits on the common instructi ojnal
around convergent thinkirigthat is, finding the one correct solution to a problémand where memoriza-
tion prevails over deep understanding. Schools should be dedicated more to helping sthdéntather

than justknow 06

Our next STEAM project is one weoOve designed Jexc
seeking grant support to build an outdoor classroom, sustainable garden, and greenhouse here on cgmpus,

an educational supplement for all of the curricula. Students, in their STEAM Teams, will be invited tofugges
pl aces on campus to | ocate the classroom and Jgar

design models of what that outdoor classroom might look like in order to meet the unique needs of o
population. We will use their findings and designs in our grant writing.

What is that oproductdé wedre working for? Noft |
bigger and more meaningful than that: a lifelong approach to brain stimulation and i@aratrjgst memo-
rizing or rightanswer giving, but applying knowledge to new situations, figuring out multiple ways to sqlve a
problem, and seeing things fromanopen nded, <creative, originalUpwgant
about STEAM at New Vistas!

By Charlotte Morgan
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STUDENT CORNER
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After School Cleb
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The Lower SchooRAfter School Club started meeting in October. The club meets every Thursday

afternoon to bike ride, hike, or play Wii Fit games. Their outdoor adventures take them to places sugh as
Riverside Park andBlack Water Creek Trail.

LA = 9.

Above left to rightandon Roach, Gabe Moore, Emelia Hytree, Aidan Pick, Travis JohnsonandCaroline Kling
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Fall Festival :
Qec0cc00csc00000000000000ccccccced
OEvents, such as Fall Festival, provide a fulh w

as wel | as to offer a balance to the intense] fo
Lisa DeJarnette.

Above left to rigidanielle Harris, Emelia Hytree, andJean Cook all in their Halloween costumes




