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Lisa J. DeJarnette 
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 Director of Development 

Mission of the School:  The mission of New Vistas School is to provide an individualized  

instructional program for students, grades three through twelve, with learning and attention  

differences, as well as the associated emotional difficulties that often accompany these challenges. 

New Vistas is independent and non-sectarian, organized as a non-profit institution open to students 

of all races, creeds, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds.  

 

We’ve Got Our Hands Into Learning! 

Our students experienced an extremely “hands-on” learning exercise about 

germs and hand washing led by Lynnze Watkins, Lynchburg College nursing 

student and volunteer.  With sticky wet green paint hands, students were 

able to see how germs spread by pretending to sneeze and then touching 

everywhere they usually put their hands during the day. Door knobs, water 

fountains, bannisters, light switches, and playground equipment were all  

tainted with the paint showing them how germs can be transferred from 

themselves to others. Learning the proper way to wash hands was the next 

step. (And Mr. Chung made sure the paint was all cleaned up too!) 

Above left to right:: Lynnze Watkins, Emelia Hytree, Jeremiah Payne, Aidan Pick and Gabe 

Moore  
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   By Charlotte Morgan 

“The happiest, most successful children have parents who do not do for them what they are capable of doing, 

or almost capable of doing; and their parents do not do things for them that satisfy their own needs rather 

than the needs of the child.”           

      Madeline Levine, “Raising Successful Children” 

      New York Times Op-Ed, August 5, 2012 
 

This Op-Ed quoted above is the most emailed piece in the history of the New York Times—quite a distinction for an 

essay on childrearing. Why is that?  Because in the complex world our children confront, parents are often uncertain of 

how to prepare them to succeed.  Through considerable effort on the part of Head of School Mary Riser and parent 

enthusiasts, Dr. Levine spoke at James River Day School October 16.  NVS 6th through 8th graders were able to work 

with Dr. Levine in the morning during an hour-long session where she asked them and their peers from JRDS to ex-

plore the question of what constitutes success.   

 

Dr. Levine’s findings from her vast experience speaking around the country and internationally were replicated by the 

students that morning.  Few adults became successful on a “straight trajectory” without considerable stumbling blocks 

and downright failures in their paths.  Only one to nine percent of successful adults arrive at success in a straight line, 

without pitfalls.  Ten to 99% of successful people follow a “squiggly” path, with many starts, stops, changes, and 

wrong turns. Too often, however, as parents we want to prevent our children form dealing with adversity.  This  

inclination to “helicopter” in and prevent the child from grappling with logical consequences for mistakes and missteps 

can create an unrealistic approach to problem solving and actually interfere with the pursuit of life’s worthy goals. 

 

What traits are important to lifelong success and personal satisfaction, according to Dr. Levine? 

The ability to learn from mistakes, to see (and expect) cause/effect;  

A sense of “healthy” risk-taking; 

Resilience; 

A growing sense of personal responsibility; 

Knowing what you like—developed from a willingness to try new things; 

The ability to delay gratification (the most important predictor for success). 

 

Dr. Levine encourages parents to make room for their children to explore, challenge, try, and experience “space” in 

order to fill it with imagination and creativity.  She stressed that PDF is essential:  “play time, down time, family time.”  

Too often children are overstructured, striving for excellence in every arena, without the time to explore and develop 

those interpersonal “soft skills” for socioemotional balance in relationships and the workplace. 

 

She emphasized the value of free play, unstructured time with peers to learn how to make friends without adults  

orchestrating the activity.  In elementary school children need to “learn how to be friends.”  The Junior High goal is 

“identity.”  High Schoolers need to continue to craft that identity and begin to understand “intimacy.”   

 

She encourages parents to teach children how to self-advocate and to find a “fit” based on growing self-knowledge.  

She concluded by saying that when parents tell her “I can’t stand to see my child unhappy,” she responds by telling 

them that “You’re in the wrong job—in order to develop, children need doses of how to deal with difficulty and  

distress.” 

 

For further exploration, read Dr. Levine’s book Teach Your Children Well: Why Values and Coping Skills 

Matter More than Grades, Trophies, or ‘Fat Envelopes.’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right on steps; Megan Kail, Caroline Kling, Landon Roach, Trey Green, and Jeremiah Payne. 

What a lovely day to spend in the healthy outdoors on our beautiful  

Black Water Creek Trail.  

What’s not to LOVE? 
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STUDENT CORNER  

The Lower School After School Club started meeting in October.  The club meets every Thursday   

afternoon to bike ride, hike, or play Wii Fit games.  Their outdoor adventures take them to places such as 

Riverside Park and Black Water Creek Trail.    Here are some pictures from Percival’s Island. 

Student Internships 

After School Club  

 

This year at NVS, we have six seniors graduating, and all are college bound!  To build their workplace 

readiness skills, they are each doing in-house internships for our staff. We will also be exploring job  

shadowing and externship opportunities for these students with local businesses.  Want to know how you 

can help an NVS student prepare for the workplace? Want to increase the number of qualified job  

applicants in our community? Please contact Lori Bell, NVS guidance counselor at 434-846-0301to find out 

how you can be a part of this exciting new program! 

 

Lexi Maxwell-Jones works in the Development Office, 

Siri Johnson and Julia Kling help with Lower School  

students Landon Roach and Aidan Pick. Jessica  

Tidwell interns for administration. Kenny Giles works 

with our technical adviser and Tristan Maxwell-Jones 

serves as facilities manager.  
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Science Museum of Virginia 

A Foucault Pendulum  - this proves that our Earth rotates on an axis. Fascinating proof made into beautiful art! We couldn’t stop watching! 

Interactive learning stations at the Science Museum in Richmond being explored and enjoyed by our students Landon Roach, Jaiden 

Lambert, Alexis Maxwell-Jones, Corbin Hudson, and Jay Hunt. 

Working together as a team with an automated conveyer system—Engineering! 



PAGE 5       PROGRESS VOL.  9,  ISSUE 1   

Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens 

 

Checking out bug eating flowers  and owl 

pellets at the Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 

in Richmond. Learning about nature in natural 

environments. The whole wide world is  an 

outdoor classroom.  
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Ash Lawn –Highland 

James Monroe, our nation’s 5th president 

and a native of Virginia, bought the property 

in 1793. He later sold it to pay for debts he 

incurred during his presidency. It is now 

cared for by his alma mater ,The College of 

William & Mary. 

On History Day  

students received a 

tour of the historic 

house: learning about 

all aspects of 18th 

Century way of life.  

Around the grounds 

they spotted and 

learned how to depict 

different artifacts. In 

addition they 

participated in a  

botanical studies  

exercise using local 

plants and played 

18th century games. 

Trey Williams and Julia Kling work with one of Ash Lawn-

Highland’s volunteers. 

Nature’s Eagle Garden 

The school garden dedication took place on Parents’ Night.  The garden was ceremoniously named “Nature’s Eagle Garden” as an 

homage to our school’s mascot and was dedicated to Dr. John Abell who helped build it.  Fresh salsa was served, made from our own 

tomatoes and peppers. Our students and staff have been enjoying healthy salads and anything left over is shared with Lynchburg Daily 

Bread and other members of our community.  

Could there be an easier or more beautiful way to increase our servings of vegetables?  

Pictured top, left to right; family and faculty at Parents’ Night, Danielle Harris cutting  

tomatoes, Trey Green, Caroline Kling, Jeremiah Payne and Gabe Moore harvesting 

and watering salad greens. 

Aidan Pick enjoying his land -to- table, right- at- school healthy lunch.  
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NEW FACES 

 

Students  

Jeremiah Payne 

Christian Kriebel H. Mundin 

Megan Kail Trey Green 

Brittany Maddox 

Ronni Greene 

 

 



      PROGRESS VOL.  9,  ISSUE 1   PAGE 8 

ROUND OF APPLAUSE 

 
   

THANK YOU! 
                                                  

     Mr. and Mrs. Pick for donating plastic containers to use as  

mealworm habitats…Mikado for offering us Thursday lunches at a  

discount…Printworks for discounting our printing by 10%... 

The Lynchburg College Bonners; Billy Wilkes and Michael Wertz  

for volunteering…Lynnze Watkins for volunteering… 

Guest Speakers...Deirdre Douglas-Washington and Eric Dragan for coming  

to NVS to teach the faculty about life balance and generating behavioral plans for children  

with learning differences...Susan Richards and Jack Bobbitt, Jr. of  

Dayrich Marketing for getting our new campaign started… 

Chad Holzhauser for installing a gate latch on the garden...The Ouellette Family  

for landscaping...Andrea Bain for baking and serving apple cobbler at  

Parents’ Night...John Abell of Randolph College, Holly Brown of  

Island Creek Farm,  and William Davis for agreeing to be our Gardening Advisers. 

Lesley Camden for Fall Festival treats.                             

Honor Roll  

 

 

Lower School 

 

Aiden Camden 

Caroline Kling  

Aidan Pick 

Michael Christian 

Emelia Hytree 

Megan Kail 

Jaiden Lambert 

Brittany Maddox 

Gabe Moore 

Landon Roach 

Chris Langley – All A’s  

Honor Roll  -  A’s & B’s 
 

Upper School 

Brittany Blankenship 

Jean Cook 

Kenny Giles 

Siri Johnson 

Makayla Thompson 
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT  

JT Duncan Memorial 

 

 

 
 

Ellie Shaunessy (Class of 2012) stopped 

by to visit her alma mater over the  

summer. 

She is an Art major studying photography 

at Covenant College in Lookout  

Mountain, Georgia.  According to Ellie, 

she’s receiving a well rounded liberal arts 

education!   

Ellie enjoys the small school atmosphere 

of Covenant (about 1300 students); for 

her it’s easier to make connections on a 

smaller campus and it’s similar to her  

individualized learning experience here at 

New Vistas School.  She approaches 

learning with the tools that she acquired 

at NVS and we wish her continued  

success!  

It is with great sadness that we  

announce the passing of one of our  

former students.  JT Duncan  came to  

New Vistas School as a sophomore in 

2006 and graduated in 2009. 

 

Dr. DeJarnette remembers JT as a  

talented actor and singer, playing the Tin 

Man in our rendition of The Wizard of 

Oz. He was always willing to help 

around the building with small repairs . 

He returned several times after  

graduating in 2009 to volunteer for the 

school.  A 2009 winner of the Ronald V. 

Dolan Award for citizenship from Bank 
of the James, he went on to attend 

CVCC and work at Schewel’s Furniture.  

He will be greatly missed.  
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FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  

Serve-A-Thon 2014 
Serve-A-Thon is a blend of student and community engagement and school fundraiser. On November 

25th, NVS students will volunteer at local helping agencies such as Awareness Garden, Jubilee Family  

Center, Kids’ Haven, Lynchburg Daily Bread, and The Boys and Girls Club. NVS students learn about how 

they can positively impact and engage with their community while the community gets to know what great 
citizens our students are. Please consider sponsoring them in their efforts. All proceeds from sponsorships 

will go toward NVS building renovations. Please contact the Development Office at 434-846-0301, 

ljesser@newvistasschool.org, or visit our website for information on how you can donate. 

Help a child help their school while they help their community!  

Other Fundraisers  

Poinsettia Sale - In preparation for the holidays, please consider ordering your poinsettias through New  

Vistas.  These beautiful seasonal plants come in red, white, peach or multi-color.  All poinsettias are $12, and 

there is no tax.  If you are interested in purchasing poinsettias, please contact the school  at (434) 846-0301.    

As a non-profit organization, New Vistas is always searching for ways to raise funds to support the school’s 

programs.  Listed below are several ways that you can help raise money for educational materials, teacher 

supplies, technology, scholarships, and more.  Thank you for considering these fundraising opportunities!      

Kroger Plus Card for Education – New Vistas  

receives educational rewards each time you shop with your Kroger 

Plus Card.  Simply take this bar code to your local Kroger to be 

scanned along with your Kroger Plus Card.  If you have used this bar 

code in the past, please note that it needs to be re-scanned each 

school year.    

Labels for Education - New Vistas receives free educational equipment and merchandise in 

exchange for proofs of purchase from Campbell brand products.  Clip the UPCs and beverage 

caps from participating products, such as BIC, GLAD, Emerald, Pop Secret, V8, Time,  

Spaghetti O’s, Pace, DANNON, Pepperidge Farm, Prego, Swanson, and Wolfgang Puck, and  

send the UPCs to the school office.   

Box Tops for Education – New Vistas receives 10 cents for every Box Top collected.  Look for the 

Box Tops for Education symbol on products from General Mills, Betty Crocker, Green Giant, Nestle, 

Pillsbury, Totino’s, Progresso, Land O Lakes, Yoplait, Chex Mix, Fiber One, Nature Valley, Hanes, Avery, 

Ziploc, Kleenex, Scott, Hefty, Brita, and most cereals.  Just cut out the symbols and send them in to the 

school office.  This is a great way for grandparents, neighbors, and friends to get involved.   

Take Charge of Education - Don't forget about New Vistas while you're shopping  at Target.  Each 

time you use your Target RED card for purchases at Target, New Vistas will receive up to 1% of your 

purchases. To enroll, visit www.Target.com/tcoe.  Please note that school donations through Take 

Charge of Education are not tax-deductible.   

The Depot Grille—November 17th ONLY is NVS day at DPO.  Enjoy lunch or dinner anytime during 

that day and NVS receives 10%. Bring the family, take your friends and order desert! Located at 10 9th St,  

Lynchburg, VA 24504.  

http://www.kroger.com/
http://www.Target.com/tcoe
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FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  

Neighborhood Assistance Tax Credit Program for Education  
New Vistas has been accepted by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education’s 

Neighborhood Assistance Tax Credit Program.  This program is designed to encourage businesses 

and individuals to contribute directly to local organizations providing education assistance to low-income 

students and students with disabilities.   

 

New Vistas qualifies because over 50% of our students meet federal guidelines for financial aid and over 50% 

of our students have identified learning disabilities.  Individual donors giving a minimum of $500 to  

New Vistas may receive a 65% Virginia state tax credit.  A $1,000 donation, for example, gives the donor  

a $650 state tax credit, which may be used over a five-year period.  Businesses receive the same tax credit 

with a minimum donation of $615.39.  “In-kind” donations are also accepted.   

 

This is the third year in a row that New Vistas has qualified for NAP.  If you would like to learn more about 

making a donation through this program, please contact the Business Office at (434) 846-0301. 

Annual Fund 2014. 
Change A Child, Change A Family, Change A Community  

The Annual Fund is an organized effort to obtain gifts on a yearly basis to maintain and enhance programs 

and services of New Vistas School.  It represents a substantial percentage of New Vistas’ income, as tuition 

only covers approximately 80% of our annual operating budget.  The Fund is made up of gifts from loyal 

alumni, parents, board members, faculty, staff, friends, and community leaders.  Our Annual Fund follows the 

school’s fiscal year, which  is July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.  Gifts are unrestricted income unless otherwise 

indicated.  Please consider a gift to the Annual Fund at New Vistas School.  All gifts are tax deductible to the 

extent allowed by law.  For more information, please contact Lara Jesser in the Development Office. 

Memorial & Honorary Gifts  (as of  10/30/14) 

In Memory of JT Duncan 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven G. and Barbara Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin and Mary Katherine Moomaw 

Ms. Elizabeth Sapp 

Schewel Furniture Company 

Mr. Tom Warwick 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Ashby and Nollner Watts, III 

Mr. Robert E. Evans 

Mrs. Charlotte G. Morgan 

In Memory of Greg Arthur 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest and Lynne Chadderton 

 

In Honor of Alfred R. DeJarnette 

Dr. Lisa J. DeJarnette 
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2014 - 2015 

 

November 7  Ring Dance 

November 14  America Recycles Day 

November 25  Serve-A-Thon 

November  26-28 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school) 

December 1-5  Deck The Halls 

December 15-19   Exams - 12PM Dismissal Each Day 

December 19  Spirit of the Holidays 

Dec 22-January 2 Winter Break    

January 2  Teacher Workday  

January 5   Classes Resume -12PM Dismissal 

 

 

Don’t forget these dates! 


